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To the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


oi R, 


HAVE lately been what the law terms an eves-dropper; that 

is, a diffener ; and, by keeping my ear clofe to key-holes 
and crevices, have picked up a variety of fecret intelligence.— 
Remember, all /ecret—all delivered in qwhi/pers. 


W HE S$-P: Ee B.S. 


I heard lord Bute whifper Charles Jenkinfon—deraveen you 
and I, Jenky—this nation 1s undone. 

I heard earl Shelburne whifper lord Thurlow—detaveen you 
and I, my lord—this is ad d bad peace. 

I heard colonel Tarleton whifper Mrs. Robinfon—derween 
you and I~-his highnefs cannot command a hhilling. 

[ heard Mr. Dundafs whifper general Smith—éeroween you 
and J—governor Rumbold will efcape with impunity. 

I heard the lord mayor of London whifper Mr. theriff.'Tay- 
lor—betaveen you and J—the dignity and police of the city is 
well fupported. 

I heard lord Abingdon whifper to a number of noblemen and 
commoners at feveral times—dctween you and J[—there area 
great number of poor tradefmen ftarving. 

I heard Mr. Cumberland whifper Mr. Andrews—detaucen 
you and I—there is a deal of d——d ftuff and plagiarifm 
brought upon the ftage. 

Vor. II. 34. 





y I heard 




































170 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


I heard an old general whifper a young Irifh enfign—detcween 
you and J-—my wife’s with child, 

I heard lord Rodney whifper general Vaughan—éeraveen you 
and ]—the plunder of Euftatius was unjuft and cruel. 

I hearé Jord Townfhend whifper Mr. Rigby—derween you 
and J—we will finifh thefe twelve bottles of claret. 

I heard colonel Onflow whifper Mr. Martin—detween you and 
J—there is as little common fenfe in the fenate as there is wit. 

I heard the attorney-general whifper Mr. Silvelter—Jetqween 
yoa and I—there is a great deal of illiberality, and too much 
perfonal abufe at the bar. 

I heard earl Temple whifper Mrs. Abington—dercween you 
and J—news-paper puffs are become difgulling. 

I heard Katterfelto whifper Graham-—det-ween you and l— 
the Englifh are duped. 

I heard Mr. Flood whifper lord Beauchamp—Jereveen you 
and J—Ireland will ftand forth with new claims. 

I heard Mr. Burke whifper Mr. Pitt—Jerween you and I~ 
ceconomy and reform have become a farce. 

I heard Dr, Franklin whifper Mr. Hartley—deravecn you and 
/—the commercial treaty will never be perfected. 

I heard the marquis of Graham whifper Mr. Dempfter—Ze- 
rween you and J—the Scotch will infringe the articles of union. 

I heard the earl of Surrey whifper Sir Charles Turner—Ze- 
tween you and /—there are dirty faces with clean hands in this 
houfe. 

1 heard Dally the ‘T’all whifper the Bird of Paradife—de- 
tween you and 1—there is a wide difference. 

1 heard lord Portchetter whifper Mr. Petriedetween you and 
J—there is a d—d deal 6f electioneering corruption. 

I heard his grace of Queenfbury whifper count O‘Kelly—Ze- 
teween youand J—the knowing ones have been taken in at New- 
marker. 

I heard lady Grofvenor whifper lady Worfley—éerween you 
aud J—virtue is all in a band-box. 

I heard the dutchefs of Rutland whifper the dutchefs of De- 
vonthire—Jbesween you and I—Vvirtue illuitrates beauty. 

I heard Weiley whifper Hill—between you and 1—hypocrify 
and feniuality encreafe prodigioufly. 

I heard a Middleiex juftice w hifper a magilirate of Weftmin- 
fler—etween you and ]—great numbers come to the gallows. 

I heard lord Keppel whifper Mr. Fox—deiaween you and I— 
the navy will become refpectable. 


° I heard 
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I heard the duke of Rutland whifper the duke of Devon- 


thire—betavren you and J—the nation will regain her honour. 


SQUIB. 


Vinegar-Yard, Drury-Lane. 





HYPOCRISY perectepb: Or, The HISTORY of 
AURELIA and LUCILIUS. Written by aLavy. 


URELIA had lived to the age of twenty-fix, had knowa 
all the gaicties of life, and fome fay was not unacquainted 
with the gallantries of it, taken in the worft fenfe of the word. 
She then married with Lucilius, becaufe it was for her interett 
and reputation fo to do, but without feeling for him the leatt 
ipark of tender inclination; yet had he not been two months 
her hufband, before fhe became exceliively jealous of him :— 
any little civility he paid to our fex, though before her face, 
gave her the vapours ; but to be told he vifited any woman, of 
what condition foever, threw her into fits:—a pinch of {nuff 
offered by him to a coufin-german one day, occafioned a quarrel 
between them, which fhe would by no means make up, ’till he 
had {worn never to fpeak to that lady more :—fhe fent {pies af- 
er him, to watch wherever he went; and if informed he was 
at any place fhe did not approve of his frequenting, worked 
herfelf up into fuch agonies, as terminated in real or feigned 
convulfions, which he was fure to bear his part of at his return. 

Fatiguing as fuch a life muft neceflarily be for atime, he 
bore it with a temper which furprized all who knew him ;—hu- 
moured her tender foibles, as he termed them, to make her eafy ; 
debarred himtelf of every thing which he thought would give 
her the leaft fubje&t for difcontent ; and imputing all fhe did to 
the excefs of her love for him, not to feem ungrateful to it, 
counterfeited a tendernefs for her which his heart had never 
avowed ; for, in effect, there was as {mall a fhare of inclination 
on the one as on the other fide. ‘ 

The matter was this :—An uncle of Aurelia’s had it in his 
power to be extremely ferviceable to Lucilius in a poft he en- 
joyed under him ; and the old gentleman thinking 1t neceffary 
his niece fhould have the fanction of marriage to cover fome li- 
berties which, to him, feemed not becoming in a virgin itate, 
took upon him to make the match between them.—The thing 
was no fooner propofed than agreed to by both, as conformable 
to their feveral interetts ; fo that all the proteftations they made 
each other, during the {mali {pace of courtfhip, were of .a piece 
with thofe they continued after marriage, anfelt by themfelves, 
and equally untouching to thofe to whom they were addreffed. 
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It was therefore wholly owing to the good-nature of Luciltus, 
that he fubmitted to obey whatever was diftated by the prepoite- 
rous jealoufy of his wife, as that jealoufy had indeed no other 
fource than what he leait imputed it to, an extravagance’ of 
pride and vanity, to fhew the world fhe had charms which could 
render a huiband even more obfequious than a lover. 

As fhe found her account in treating him in this manner, fhe 
would doubtlefs have perfifted in it; but how long his patience 
and philofophy would have enabled him to fuftain it, is alroge- 
ther uncertain ;—an accident happened. which put an end to 
their mutual diffimulation, and fhewed thofe fublime icenes of 
dying love between them to be no more than farce and buf- 
foonry. 

It was a cuftom with Lucilius to rife early, and wall: an hour 
or two before breakfait in the Park, into which their houfe had 
a back-door :—in one of theie mornings he took it into his head 
to call on a friend who lived in the neighbourhood, for which 
reafon he made a circuit, and returned home by the ftreet-way. 
He was within three or four yards of his own door, when he 
faw the footman, that waited on his wife, come aut of the houfe 
reading the fupericription of a letter he had in his hand, and 
which, on the firft glimpfe he had of his matter, he put haftily 
into his pocket. 

Lucilius either faw, or imagined he faw, a ftrange confufion 
in the feliow’s face; and though jealoufy was a pafiion he was 
wholly unacquainted with, yet there was a fecret fomething, 
which he knew not how to account for, at that inftant pufhed 
him on to inform himfelf to whom that letter was direéted :-—in 
order todo this, without being taken notice of by any perfons 
who might poflibly be at the:r windows, he ftepped into a nar- 
row patiage, which led into another ftreet, and having beckoned 
to the man to come to him, commanded him to deliver the let- 
ter he had feen in his hand :—the fellow durit not refufe, and 
Lucilius was no lefs amazed than fhocked to find it his wife’s 
hand, and directed to one of the mott diffolute and notorious li- 
bertines, though a man of quality, in town :—as that was nota 
proper place to examine the contents, he made the fellow follow 
him intoan adjacent tavern, where he haltily broke the feal, and 
found it contained thefe lines : 


To th acREtABLE MIRAMOUNT. 
~¢ PR, 
** T have confidered on your requeft, and my pity has at laf 


prevailed upon me to grant it :—all things indeed feem favour- 
able 
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able to your withes :—Lucilius is engaged for this evening with 
company, who, I know, will keep him late; but as I am under 
fome apprehentions of being known at the place mentioned in 
your’s, defire our rendezvous may be at the bagnio in Lung- 
Acre, where you may depend I fhall come to you about fix:— 
yet, dear Miramount, be affured that nothing le{s than the pre- 
fervation of a life fo valuable to the world as your’s is, fhould 
make me injure ah fband who adores me to diftraétion [ 
rely on your honour as to an inviolable fecrecy, and every thing 
elfe that can render me perfeétly happy in being 
** Your’s, 





AURELIA.” 


Had Lucilius really loved, how wretched muft fuch a difcovery 
of her levity, perfidy and ceceit, have made him !—All indif- 
ferent as he was to her charms, the confideration of his own ho- 
nour was too dear to him not to take all poflible methods to put 
it out of her power to facrifice it. 

After giving {ome moments to reflection, he examined the 
fellow as to what he knew of his lady’s acquaintance with Mira- 
mount, when and where it began, and how long there had been 
a correfpondence between them. 

Thefe enquiries were enforced by fuch terrible menaces, 
mingled with affurances cf prote€tion and rewards, if he re- 
vealed the whole truth, that a perfon of more refolution and 
courage than could be expected in one of his ftation, would 
have been won to an{wer every thing demanded of him. 

He informed Lucilius, that he believed his Jady firft faw the 
gentleman in queftion at the houle of Clelia, where the free 
quently went to play at cards ;—and this, to the beft of his re- 
membrance, was about three weeks paft ;—that they afterwards 
had met, either by chance or appointment, in the Mall, and 
that he had carried no more than one letter to him, in anfwer, 
as he fuppofed, to one the had received from him ; that when 
fhe delivered to him the foregoing, and that which his honour 
had now intercepted, fhe had given him money, and a itrict 
charge never to mention that there was any intercourfe between 
herand Miramouat ; and promifed him, if he was found faith- 
ful in this affair, he fhould be taken outof livery, and hand- 
fomely provided for. 

Lucilius liftened to al! with agitations which it is eafy for any 
one to conceive ; bu: recovering himfelf as foon as he could, he 
called for pen and paper, and isnitating his wife’s hand tolerably 
well, he copied her letter word for word, only changed the place 
of affignation, from the bagnio in Long-Acre, to the Swan at 

Chelfea, 
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Chelfea, and having fealed it, ordered the fellow to carry that 
to Miramount, and bring what anfwer he fhould fend to him, 
who would wait his return at the tavern where they now were. 

The footman had now no inducement to be infincere to his 
mafter ; for as the affair was difcovered, he had nothing to ex~ 
pe& from Miramont, in cafe he fhould let him know what had 
happened ; but was fure to fuffer all that the rage of Lucilius 
could infli& on him, if he was found to have z ated contrary to 
the orders he had given him. 

The anfwer which Miramount returned, was fuch as might 
be expected, full of acknowledgements and proteftations of an 
everlaiting conftancy and love.——This Lucilius put into his 
pocket, and bid the man tell his lady that her lover had a great 
ceal of company with him, and could have no opportunity to 
write without being taken notice of, but that fhe might be furé 
of his obeying her with the utmott punctuality. 

Lucilius then went home, breakfafted as ufual with his lady, 
and fo well concealed his difcontent, that fhe had no caufe to 
fufpect any thing of what had happened :—he flaid with her, 
however, as fhort a time as poflible :—he dreffed, and having 
foon determined within himfelf what courfe to take, went di- 
rectly to her uncle, and acquainted him with the difcovery he 
had mace, and produced the letter Aurelia had wrote to Mira- 
mount, with his anfwer to it. 

*Tis hard to fay, whether the old gentleman’s furprize or rage 
was moft “paraoyn : he was truly a worthy, honeft perfon ; 
and though he had thought his niece’s conduct not altogether fo 
prudent as he could have wifhed before marriage, yet he never 
fufpected fhe would have gone fuch lengths after being a wife : 
he was for going with Lucilias, and joining with him in thofe 
reproaches her guilt thus plainly proved might juttify ; but this 
injured bufband would by. no means confent to that :—he thought 
al they could fay would have lefs force, and the thock of being 
detected lofe half its weight, if not given her in the very pla 
where fhe intended to pe erpetrate her crime :—he therefore pro- 
pofed that they fhould go together to the bagnio, fomewhat. be- 
fore the hour in which the had promt ifed Mit ramount to come ; 
and when expecting to be rece eived with open arms by a fond 
lover, fhe fhould be faluted with the frowns and upbraidings of 
a wronged hufband and incenfed uncle. 

‘This the uncle agreed to ; and after dinner was over at home, 
Lucilius performed his laf aét of diffimulation towards his wife, 
by embracing her in the mot feeming tender manner ; when he 
took leave of her, in order to go, as fhe imagined, to thofe 
friends, with whom, as ‘the had wrote to Miramount, he had 

romifed 
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promifed to pafs that evening :—fhe behaved to him with no 
lefs foftnefs, and conjured him not to leave her too long alone, 
but to return as foon as he could poflibly difengage himfelf with 
decency. 

How wretched, how contemptible a figure, did the now make 
in his eyes! But he concealed the difdain of his heart under a 
fervent kifs ; feeling, however, a kind of gloomy fatisfaction 
in his mind at the thoughts that now there would be an end of 
all conitraint, and he fhould no more be under the neceflity of 
feigning ardours to which his nature had ever been repugnant, 

Both, though from very different motives, were impatient 
enough for the appointed hour ; which being arrived, and the 
uncle and hufband waiting her approach, the clock had but ja 
firuck when a hackney-chair brought the too punctual fair into 
the entry, whence fhe was fhewed up fairs by a waiter, who had 
orders what to do:—-how fhe was confounded, when, tripping 
gaily into the room, fhe found who were there to receive hez, 
any one may judge. 

All her natural affurance, of which few women had a greater 
fhare, was too little to enable her to bear ap againft afight more 
dreadful, more alarming to her guilty mind, than had a mef- 
fenger from the other world appeared to admonifh her of her 
crime. 

In the fir emotions of her fright fhe was about to run out of 
the room, and with one jump had got as far asthe door, when 
Lacilius took hold of her arm, and obliged her to come back. 
“ Though, Madam,” faid he, with the mo ftabbing fneer, 
“‘ the agreeable Miramount is not here, and you are difap- 
pointed of the entertainment you expected, fuch as a huiband 
and an uncle, who have both of them a due fenfe of your me- 
rit, can afford, you may be fure to find.” 

She made no anfwer to thefe words, but threw herfelf into 
a chair with a look that fhewed an inward rancour, and would 
have made her pafs, with any one who had been piefent, and 
unacquainted with her crime, rather for the perfon injured than 
the guilty one ; fo true is this fentiment of the poet: 


Forgivenefs to the injar’d does belong, 
But they pe’er pardon who have done the wrong, 


But, however the greatnefs of her fpirit might have fupported 
her againit the reproaches of a hufband, thofe her uncle loaded 
her with, and the fight of her own letter, wholly fubdued her ; 
and finding there was no evafion, nor poffib:lity either of deny- 
ing or excufing what fhe had done, fhe fell on her knees, ani, 
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with a fhower of undiffembled tears, confeffed her fault, and 
begged to be forgiven 

After having endeavoured to make her fenfible of her fault, 
they acquainted her with the refolution they had mutually agreed 
to purfue, which was, that in confideration of her family, no 
public noife fhould be made of it; but that, to prevent her 
taking any future fteps to the prejudice of her reputation, and 
confequently to the honour of her hufband, fhe muft pafs fome 
time with an old relation, who lived at a great diftance from 
London, nor hope to return ’till fhe had given evident proofs of 
her converfion :—this, her uncle told her, it would become her 
not only to confent to, but alfo to go with a chearfulnels which 
fhould make every body think it an act of choice. 

It was to no purpofe fhe entreated, in the mot fubmiffive 
terms, a remiffion of a fentence fhe acknowledged the had but 
too juitly incurred :—in vain fhe made the moft folemn vows, 
and pafionate imprecations, never tobe guilty of any future 
mifcarriage in conduct :-—L ucilius was inexorable, nor ‘did her 
uncle attempt to render him more pliable :—hhe was that night 
carefully watched, and early the next morning fent down into 
the country with a perfon whofe integrity her huiband could con- 
fide in, to attend her, and at the fame time to keep a ftrict eye 
over her behaviour. 

It muft be confefled, that the precautions taken to keep this 
affair a fecret, were perfectly prudent; for as the crime of Av- 
relia had been only in intention, the law would not have a!- 
} livorce ; yet that intention was fefficient’ to have 


lowed of a « ; 
rendered both of them the e fubje&t of ridicule : nor indeed was 


there any poflibility of their living together in any harmony af- 
ter fach a difcovery, even though there had been a certainty of 


her becoming a real penitent. 

Whether fhe were fo or not, heaven only can determine ; but 
I am informed, that the had not been many weeks in that re- 
tirement to which the was banithed, before the grief and fhame 
either of being guilty, or of having been detected in it, threw 
her into a violent fever, of which fhe diew, and left Lucilius no 
inconfolable widower. 

The truch of this aff.ir had however remained a fecret, had 
her lover been endued with the fame difcretion as her hufband ; 
but a vain man finding fhe came not to the Swan, as he ex- 
pected, and, on fending the next day to her houfe, being told 
fhe was gone into the country, made him not doubt but fome ac- 
cident had difcovered their correfpondence to Lucilius, and that 
he had taken er method to prevent their meeting : on which, 


sartiy inwigated by revenge againft the hufband, and partly by 
} I ) 
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the vanity of being thought to be too well with the wife, he 
made a jelt, among his companions, of the jealoufy of the one, 
and the levity of the other, and even {crupled not to expofe the 
letters of that unfortunate lady, as a proof of what he faid. 

He had fo little circum{pection as to whom he talked in this 
manner, that it foon reached the ears of Lucilius ; who, unable 
to endure with patience this aggravation of the infult offered to 
his honour, fent him a challenge, which the other was too gal- 
Jant a man not to accept.—They met and fought: both were 
very much hurt, efpecially Miramount, whofe wounds at firft 
were reckoned dangerous, but he recovered of them as well as 
Lucilius, and had honour enough, after he did fo, to confefs 
himfelf every way the aggrefior, and afk pardon for the injury 
he had intended him, as well as for his foolith boalling of it af- 
terwards. As all this happened before the death of Aurelia, 
’tis poflible fhe might, fome way or other, be informed of it, 
and that might be one great means of hattening on her fate.— 
She was a woman of underitanding ; and being fuch, and ina 
place where fhe had no enchantments to lull afleep reflection, 
could not be without a lively fenfe of that fhame which fhe had 
brought on heifelf and family ; for, as Mr. Waller elegantiy 
exprefles it, 


Our paffions gone, and reafon on the throne, 
Amaz’d we fee the mifchiefs we have done. 
After a tempeft, when the winds are laid, 

The calm fea wonders at the wrecks it made. 









































On the Fouiry and Wickepness of negleFing a FAMILY and 
CHILDREN, /or the Pleasures of DISSIPATION. 
{ From KNOx’s Essays, Moral and Literary. ] 


HOUGH it may be true, as it has been afferted, that one 

age is not better than another, yet it is obvious to re- 
mark that the modes, if not the degrees, of vice, have varied at 
different periods ; and that, of modes equally criminal in them- 
felves, fome are particularly deftruétive. 

Whatever have been the manners of preceding times, in our 
own country, I believe it will, be readily allowed that the mid- 
dle ranks were never univerfally infeéted with the love of a dif- 
fipating life, ’till the prefentage. Domeftic induftry and ceco- 
nomy, or the qualities diftinguithed by the homely titles of thrif- 
tincis and good houfewifery, were always, ’till the prefent cen- 
tury, deemed honourable. They are now, however, difcarded 
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in difgrace ; and in their place have fucceeded a paffionate love 
of fhow without fubitance, a never-ceafing attention to drefs, 
and an infatiable hunger and thirit after diverfions, public and 
private. 

Whoever confiders the natural effect of indulgence, in relax- 
ing and weakenin; g the tone of the mind, will immediately per- 
ceive how pernicious it muft be to human nature in general, and 
to each particular fociety. ‘There can remain neither inclina- 
tion nor ability for exertion, when the ftrings which fhould give 
elafticity are all loofe or broken; and without exertion, what is 

:an ? Behold, what is he in the womanifh court of an oriental 
tyrant ? Sunk in floth, and proftrate in meannefs, poor human 
nature, in fuch a fituation, fcarcely equals, in {pirit or ingenuity, 
the monkey and baboon. 

But 1 mean not to enlarge on diflipation in general, but to 
coniider its effects in the limited circle of private families; from 
which, however, it gr radually extends its influence, like the un. 

dulations of a pebble thrown into a pool, over the whole com- 
munity, throughout all its departments. 

Let us fuppofe a married couple in the middle ranks of life 
(and I fele¢t my inftances from the middle ranks, becaufe they 
are the moit numerous and important) : let us fu ppote > them juft 
jetting out, as it is called, in the world. The firit object is to 
form and extend connections. ‘The oftenfible motive is the ad- 
vancement of the family interefl ; the real and moft powerful 
motive, the love of various company, in a continual fucceflion. 
Dinners and fuppers, dancing and card-playing, leave little 
time, and no iaclination, for the fober bufinefs of the trade or 
profeffion. An eglect ed trade or profeffion cannot fucceed ; and 
the poor young people, after having fpent the little and hard- 


earned patrimony which, it may be, their affeQtionate parents 
’ ’ li > 
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yellowed on them, live the reft of their lives in fome poor lodg- 
ing in penury or fervitude, or die of difappointments. 


But if, by unc mmonly cood fe rtune, they avoid bankruptcy 
crrui, yet their love of di iflipati on never fails to > pelien th. at 


happinefs which it pretends to {weeten. It prev nts them from 


performing the moit indifpenfable duties, and living the lift of 


rational creat ures, 

All heads of families are pre fidents of little focieties, which 
they are bound to re zulate by pr ecept and example. But how 
fhall they be qualified to co this, who are feldom at home, and 

5 yher mn ot! > 4 - — , >; ant > 
who, waen they are tuere, are cont tantly engaged in vanity : 


iheir own corrupuion defcends, with additional malignity of 
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influence, to the lowei menial, who has fought a n be- 
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But let us confider them in the relation of parents. Nothing 
can be more inconfiftent with the life of a lady, who delights in 
the fafhionable amufements, than the care of her new-born 
child. Her drefs would be difconcerted, and her thape {poiled, 
were fhe to attempt to feed it herfelf with the food which na; 
ture has made convenient for it. She could not be abfent from 
home. She muft be liable to interruption at all hours. Her 
health alfo muft fail under fo conftant a fatigue, added to the 
neceflary toils of the ball and card-table. Her phyfician (for 
fhe takes care to keep the doctor on her fide) declares, that from 
the delicate imbecility of her conftitution, it would be highly 
improper for her to fubmit to the exhautting tafk of fuckling an 
infant. ‘The little one, therefore, whofe heavenly {miles wouid 
repay every maternal care, is fent to the cottage, or the garret, 
of fome hireling nurfe. There, amidft poverty, hunger, ard 
naftinefs, it drags a precarious exiftence, with no attention but 
the cold charity of a mercenary woman, who has often, at the 
fame time, a child of her own to engrofs her maternal endear- 
ments. ‘The mother, in the mean time, is engaged in the gay 
circle of an aflembly, lofing that money at cards, or {pending it 
in drefs and pleafures, which ought to pay her hufband’s cred 
tors. Ah! little thinks fhe how her poor infant, which ought 
to be foftered in her bofom, is bewailing, in the expreflive lan- 
guage of tears, the neglect, and the harfh treatment it under- 
goes, in the dreary haunts of want and mifery. Many a fevere 
menace, and many a hard blow, does the {weet babe receive 
from the paflionate and ignorant nurfe, at which a mother’s 
heart woald bleed, if it were not loft to feniibiliry. Poor inno. 
cents! unhappy orphans! deferted in your helpteis ttate, by 
thofe who brought you into a wretched world! May he who 
took the children up in his arms, put his hands on them, and 
blefled them, have pity on your woes—on thofe injuries which 
ve forely futfer, but cannot have deferved ! 

Life, however, is rfot eafily extinguifhed ; and notwithftand- 
ing all the pains and incoavenieacies which the child undergoes 
for want of food, from want of cleanlinefs, from want of thofe 
tender attentions which a mother can pay, it does indeed fur- 
vive’: but what remains of its lot, is even more miferable than 
that which has already paflzd. As it has always been al 
from home, it is a ilranger there. Its parents feel bat 
tural affe€tion for it ; for natural affection {:xes itfelf in the heart 
moft deeply at that period when the infant is h 
breaft, and {miling, as it were, with gratitude, in i 
who fupplies ic with delicious nourifhmeat from her own vital 
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child begins to prattle, and to play thofe little tricks which none 
but a callous mind can behold without delight. But, alas! the 
little boy or girl are ftill confidered as obitacles to pleafure at 
home. They pay a fhort and formal vifit there, and are again 
difmiffed to a nurfe, locked up with fervants in the garret, or 
transferred to their grandmother. The laft is a moft enviable 
lot, in comparifon with the former ; in which they not only ex- 
perience harfh words and hard blows, but learn vulgar ideas, 
vulgar language, and habits of every kind, which muit one day 
be unlearned. 

As foon as they can walk firmly, and talk plainly, they are ree 
moved to one of thofe convenient {chools, or academies, as they 
are called, where children, at a very early age, are received as 
into nurferies. In the fubfequent courfe of their education they 
are conftantly kept from home ; or if they are indulged ina 
vifit of a few days, they fee nothing but what tends to miflead 
them. They receive no fatherly advice ; and whatever learn- 
ing they may acquire at their {chools, they ufually enter on the 
ftage to act their part in the drama of life, without judgement, 
and without principles to regulate their conduét. There is ufu- 
ally aided to their misfortune of being neglected and mitled, 
that of being deprived of all thare of their parents pofleflions, 
who, in the gay circles of pleafure, not only {pend their own, 
bet involve themfelves and their eftates in debt, and in every 
{pecies of diftreffing and difgraceful embarraffment. 

There is no part of the family and affairs of the diffipated, 
which has not a tendency toruin. ‘They are themfelves ina 
conftant ftate of mortification and difappointment. Their ob- 
je, in purfuing a perpetual round of amufements, is to obtain 
perpetual pleafure ; an objeét which human nature could never 
yet accomplifh. They, of al! others, are leaft likely to obtain 
it, who make pleafure a bufinefs, and, in profecution of it, neg- 
lect their moft important, and their daily duties. Indeed, there 
is nothing more mifapprehended than the nature of pleafure. 
Meu are deluded by a name, and, catching at a phantom, lofe 
reality. The trueft pleafure refults from calm and moderate 
emotions. Noife, tumult, violence, diforder, take off the fine 
fpirit from that which is otherwife formed to pleafe, and leave 
little behind but dregs, or difagreeable ingredients, Balls, af- 
femblies, feaits, public diverfions, cards, drefs, and various 
company, fhou!d be purfued only as what they are, temporary 
amufements. Afk thofe who are whirled ia the vortex of fafhion, 
whether they are happy, notwithitanding they are engaged, 
without ceafing, in what the world calls pleafure ; they arc 
as ready to complaia of languor, and of mifery, as any other 
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part of mankind. Pride and vanity compel them to move with 
others of their rank or fortune ; but their countenances and 
words abundantly: teftify that they have, ar leaft, their fhare of 
human oneafinefs. They fee!, indced, the fatisfaction of be- 
ing diftinguifhed from the poor, becaufe th ir fortunes enable 
them to pay for the diftinétion : bur that happinels i is but jlen- 
derly fay ported, which is founded only on the gratification of a 
weak and womanifh vanity. 

With refpe&t to that particular part of the evil refulting from 
diffipation, the neglect and confequent mifery of families, it is, 
certainly, very extenfive andimportant. Single men, and fingle 
women, however led aftray by the falfe lights of their own vain 
imagit ration, fufier by themiclves, or at leait draw but a fewin 
their train. But the whole rifing generation muft be endan- 
gered, when diffipation is become univerfal among parents and 
the heads of families. 

elfith arguments may fucceed when others fail ; and | there- 
bie with [ could convince the generality of a osstain trath, that 
there is really more pleafure to be found at the family fire-fide, 
and in the regular performance of domettic duties, than in the 
tafhionable amufements. What is 
Italian or French dancer ftand upon 

one leg, compared to that of beholding one’s own fmiling babes 
in the raptures of a game at play ? What is the delight of glit 
tering ata ball, a play, or mafquerade, compared to that of a 
home, in which are foun nd plenty, 
terrupted by the extravagance, the folly, tie sane, the reftiefse 
nefs, of that ignorai t, “empty, weak, and fickle, yet arbitrary 
tyrant, fafhion ? 
“ Not that the moralift is fevere. Ie prohibits no moderate 
and reafonable enjoyments. He is too well acquainted with 
human nature, and with life, fo to moralize. He maintains 
only, that though dillipatiag pleafures may be allowed asa 
temporary relief, they are f atal to happinefs and virtue, when 
to engage the whole attention, or to become 


never-cealing parfait after 
the delicht of feeing an 


tranquillity, and love, unin- 


they are fuffered 
the chief employment. 





ENTERTAINING EXTRACTS from Monfieur Lincuert’s 
IEMOIRS of th BASTILE. 

HE articles of furniture in this infernal manfion are wor- 

thy of the light by which they are exhibited, and the 

apartments they ferve. to decorate. I mutt firlt obierve, that 
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the governor contracts with the miniftry to fupply them ; and 
this is one of the trifling perquifites attached to his immenfe re- 
venue, which I fhall take notice of prefently. He may frame 
excufes for himfelf, with regard to the inconveniencices of the 
prifon, becaufe he cannot change the fituation of places ; he 
may palliate the niggardly diftribution of wood, under the pre- 
text of faving the king’ s money : but on the head of furniture, 
which is entirely his own affair, and for which he is paid, he can 
have neither excufe nor palliation : his parfimony in this parti- 
cular is at the fame time both crue] and difhoneft. 

Two mattrafles, half eaten by the worms, a matted elbow- 
chair, the bottom of which was kept together by pack-thread, 
a tottering table, a water pitcher, two pots of Dutch ware, one 
of which ferved to drink out of, and two flag-ftones to fupport 
the fire, compofed the inventory of my apartment. I was in- 
debted only to the commiferation of the turnkey, after feveral 
months confinement, for a pair of tongs anda fire-thovel. I 
could not pofiibly procure dog-irons ; and whether it may be 
confidered as the effet of policy, or want of feeling, what the 
governor does not think proper to furnifh, he will not fuffer the 
prifoner to provide at his own expence. It was eight months 
before I could gain permiflion to purchafe a tea-pot, twelve be- 
fore I could procure a chair tolerably fteady and convenient, 
and fifteer. before I was allowed to replace, by a veflel of com- 
mon ware, the clumfy and difgufling pewter machine they had 
afigned me. 

‘The fole article I was allowed to purchafe in the beginning 
of my imprifonment, was a new blanket ; and the manner by 
which I obtained this privilege was as follows : 

ft is well known that in the month of September the moths 
which prey upon woollen fluffs are transformed into butterfles. 
On the opening of the cave into which I was introduced, there 

ofe from the bed, I will not fay a number, or a cloud, but a 
large thick column, of thefe infeés, which inftantly over{pread 
the whole chamber. . ‘The fight caufed me to ftart back with 
horror ; whenI was confoled by one of my conduétors with the 
affurance, that before [ had lain there two nights, there would 
not be one left. 

In the evening the lieutenant of the police came, according 
to caitom, to bid me welcome ; when I exprefied fuch a violent 
diflike to a flock-bed, fo full of incumbents, that they were 
gracioufly pleafed to permit me to put on a new covering, and 
to have the mattrafs beaten, alf at my own expence. As fea- 
ther-beds are entirely prohibited in the Battle, doubtlefs be- 
caufe they are confidered as too great a luxury for perfons to 

whom 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 183 


whom the miniftry wifh to give a leffon of mortification, I was 
very defirous that every three months my miferable mattrafs 
fhould be fuffered to undergo the fame kind of renovation. Yet 
the proprietary governor oppofed it with all his might, notwith- 
ftanding it would have coit him nothing ; ‘* for (faid he) we 
muft not ufe them to too much indulgence.” 

Madame de Staal informs us, that the got her room lined with 
tapeftry. Whether fhe owed this condefcenfion to her quality, 
as the favourite of a great princefs, or to the manners of the 
age, which retained even in the Baftile fome tincture of huma- 
nity, as may beinferred from other circumftances in her relation, 
1 fhall not take upon me to determine. ‘Thus much is certain, 
that all thefe indulgences are now confidered as abufes, which 
were to be retrenched by the ftern regularity of modern times. 
My urgent applications to obtain, at my own expence, either 
fome cloth to abforb the moifture of the walls, or paper, whence 
I might have derived the fame benefit, with the further amuie- 
ment of paiting it on myfelf, were made and repeated to no ef- 
fect. 

In my chamber thefe walls had a moft difmal appearance, One 
of my predeceffors, whether a painter by profeflion, or one who 
cultivated the art for his amufement, got leave to daub over the 
apartment after a manner ; and he, at any rate, had the fatil- 
faction not to be fo totally excluded from every thing to employ 
his hands, or occupy his attention. ‘The chamber is an oéta- 
gon, with four large and four fmall fides: they are all lined 
with pictures, very fuitable to the place, namely, the reprefen- 
tation of our Saviour’s fufferings. 

But whether through choice, or becaufe they would allow him 
but the one colour adapted to the fubjeét and to the apartment, 
he had done them all in oker ; whence their gloomy unifor- 
mity may be eafily imagined. After the flight of the butter- 
flies, when I caft my eyes on thofe pannels, which the obfcurity 
of the chamber rendered {till more difmal, and could difcern 
nothing but figures of grief, punifhment and execution, without 
dilinguithing the particular fubject ; what we have heard of 
the ovbliettes, what we know of the /amdbemtos, inftantly re- 
curred to my imagination; and 1 firmly believed that thofe 
figures were fo many emblems of the lot which awaited me, and 
that they put me in this dungeon to prepare me for it. I com- 
mended myfelf tothe mercy of the Almighty. Souls, endued 
with fenfibility, judge of the horrors of the moment ! 

[The count de Boulainvilliers fays, in one of his letters, that 
the Baftile was deftined for prifoners whofe deftruction was re- 
folved on, either by apparent forms of juftice, or by the punith- 
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ment of the oadliettes ; a method much prattifed by Triftan 
Hermite, provoft of the hotel, and companion of Lewis XJ. 
whom the author alludes toabove, when {peaking of Lewis’s fa- 
teliite..——This man, of execrable memory, was himfelf judge, 
witnefs, and executioner. He caufed the victims, which were 
iclivered to him by Lewis, to be placed on a trap-door, through 





which they fell on wheels armed with points and cutting edges : 
others were drowned with a ftone about their necks, or itifled in 
dungeons.—This tyrant put to death more than four thoufand 


people in this manner. 

There is slio in the caftle of Ruel, which was cardinal Rich- 
lieu’s country-feat, and at prefent belongs to the duke d’Aiguil- 
lon, a clofet that ftill preferves the name of Cabinet des Oubli- 
eties.— This minifter caufed the perfons whom he had doomed 
to defruction, to enter it; which they had fcarcely done, when 
a trap-door in the floor opened under their feet, and they inftantly 
fell into a profound abyfs. Vide Howaro on Prisons.) 

[The fambenitos is a fack, hood, or bonnet, put upon the 
victims deftined to death by the inquifition. It was of a faffron 
colour, with two croffes on it, and the reprefentation of the de- 
vil, and the flames of hell. ] 

Thus provided as to furniture and lodging, if the captives 
were but allowed the privilege granted to the conviéts in fuch 
prifons as are under the direction of juftice alone, that is to fay, 
an intercourfe with each other, the means of converfing and 
forming conneétions, which the neceflity of other fituations may 
excufe, even between the honeft man and one of an oppofite 
character, but which in the Baftile might often be founded on 
reciprocal efteem ; though they would ftill be fenfible of their 


diftrels, yct would they become the more capable of fupporting 


t 


There are certain liquors, which, when feparately taken, 





it. 1 
are difgufting ; but, when mixed, are rendered more agreeable 
tothe palate. It is the fame with misfortuncs. But it is pre- 
cifely this amalgamation of fighs, that the officers of the Batftile 
are {0 affiduous to prevent : what a prifoner might contrive to 
diminith of his forrows, would be fo much retrenched from their 


enjoyments. Lhey might aptly take for a device, Caligula’s 
addrefs to the executiorers whom he employed: ‘* Strike fo as 


to make him fee! his death !” 
From the moment a man is delivered into their hands, he is 
loft to the whole univerfe : he exifts only for them ; for they are 
no lefs careful co prevent all correfpondence within among their 
victims, than they are to exclude all communication from with- 

out. 
[To be coutinusd.} 
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EXTRAORDINARY CHARACTER of Mr. BROWN, az 
Englifoman, now living in the Ifland of Cephalonia, in the 
Adriatic Sea. 


d hi 


£\ 30001. a year, in Devonfhire, which enabled him to pay 
his addreffes to a lady of high rank, great property, and exqui- 
fite beauty. She liftened to him, and he became deeply in love 
with her. Before a marriage could take place, he loft his eftate 
by a decifion in Chancery, that had been before the court more 
than forty years. ‘The lady then refufed to fee him any more, 
which had a melancholy effect on his mind for feveral years, and 
left him ever after with an eccentricity in it that was apparent in 
all his ations. As foon as he recovered from his firft ftupour, he 
vowed revenge on the whole fex, paying his addreffes with un- 
common fuccefs to various young ladies, all of whom he either 
debauched, or deferted in the moment of their expectation. He 
lived fome years by gambling, and on the {poils of fome women, 
whofe fortunes, by fome means or other, he got into his own 
hands. By the reverfal of a decree, he got about Sool. a year 
of hiseftate back again, on which he travelled. At Aix, in 
Provence, he contrived to connect himfelf with a nun, and got 
by her means into a convent, where he debauched her ana hve 
others, and efcaped with his life; in a purfuit he was in the 
moft imminent danger of being taken and put to death. At 
Venice he intrigued with an Englith lady, the wifeof a man of 
large fortune, and finding his connection gain very much on his 
mind, he carried her off, went to Cephalonia, and admiring both 
the country and climate, purchafed a little eftate in it, which 
confifted of one fmall mountain, at the foot of which he hasa 
houfe, inthe middle a cottage, and at the top another, with a 
fummer apartment annexed ; he lives in themalternately. The 
lady he carried thither died, and the is buried in the mountain ; 
after which he formed a fmall feraglio of Greek and Georgian 
women, with whom he folaced himielf when laft heard of. He 
amufed himfelf alfo with reading and gurdening, for which his 
mountain is well calculated. 


A T twenty-one years of age Mr. Brown came to an eftate of 
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A WHIMSICAL CIRCUMSTANCE. 


URING the late races at Durham, a clergyman conceived 

the whimfical idea of humming a recruiting party of the 

Suards, and, in the common acceptation of the words, of going 

forafoldier. With this refolution, he applied to the ferjeant 
Vor. II, 34. z A to 
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to be enlifted, who fmoking his defign, treated him with much 
diflant refpeét, and appeared totally averfe to entertain him. 
The ferjeant’s well diffembled delicacy had the defired effect, 
and enflamed the prieft’s ardour for the fword and cockade to 
fuch a pitch, that he vowed he would enter with another party 
then inthe city. Here a parley became neceffary for the good 
of the fervice,and the duty due to the regiment, when the ferje- 
ant advanced, and the doétor accepted the bounty, teftifying at 
the fame time his zeal for his new profeffion, by changing clothes 
with the corporal; and the evening was fpent with all the ufual 
feflivity attending country quarters, till ‘‘ God fave the King,” 
*€ The Grenadier’s March,” &c. aided by repeated draughts of 
exhilarating punch, infpired the young foldier with a warm 
though temporary penchant for a military life; nor did theim- 
preffion fubfide til] the third day, when orders being fent for the 
party to continue their route farther north, the ferjeant pointed 
out the neceflity for an,immediate atteltation, and for all the re. 
cruits to march next day and to join the regiment. ‘The reves 
rend volunteer now became as anxious to quit the fervice ashe 
had before been urgent to get into it, and no inconfiderable over- 
tures were made for his difcharge, but the fmart-money only 
was accepted ; and the divine having changed the fcarlet for the 
fable, the parties took leave of each other with mutnal civility 
and fatisfattion. The clergyman then turned round to a friend, 
who hearing his fituation had called of him, and addreffed him 
with evident marks of contrition for the abfurdity into which 
he had accidentally been betrayed. ‘* Well, (fays he) ’tis 
moft probable I may never be called upon to fay ze/o cpiscopari, 
but I am determined xo/o militari fhall be my motto the remaine 


der of my life.” 





To the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
S$A:-R, 





H Have attempted to tranflate Mr. Langley’s epitay 
in your Entertainer of the 7th of July. If itbe 





done by any of your ingenious correipondents, 
fervice. 
C sg 
I am, Sir, 


Your conftant Correfpondent, 


SACRED 
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SACRED to the MEMORY 
Of GEORGE LANGLEY, 
Oxly Son 
Of Rufus, and Elizabeth his Wife; 
A Youth adorned with extraordinary Virtues, 
Being one in whom 
Neither a virtuous Difpofition or pious Endeavour 
Was wanting 
To be intimately acquainted with the Do@rines of Chrift our Lord, 
And duly to perform the Duties of aChriftian, 
With whomfoever he was in company, 

He conduéted himfelf as one of a more advanced Age. 
He behaved himfeif affably towards his Companions of a good 
Character. 

With the prophane he earnc/ly contended, 

Nor in this did his mind ever waver. 

Youth, Company, Profit, or Opportunity, 

Could not caufe 
This young Man, who was pious and fteady to his Purpofe, 
To provoke Heaven by modern Follies, 

Or to be fhaken from his firm Refolution. 

In the Art of Surgery he made fuch Proficiency, 
That all with one Accord faid every Thing good of him. 
All praifed the good Fortune of them 
Who had, alas! a Son 
Endued with {uch a Difpofition, 

Go, Reader, and after 
The ExaMeLe 
Of this excellent Youth, 

Learn to live, 

Learn to die, 

He died the 13th Caleadof Janaary, 1753, 

In the 2ad Year of his Age. 





dufwer, by a Conflant Reader, to Sobrius’s Rebus, inferted Fuly 7. 


M USIC"s the art which belles admire, 

And likewife beaux its charms defire ; 
Earings the ladies fometimes wear, 
Which pendant hang into the air ; 
Lowe's furely kind, refpectable, 
Good, chearful, and delectable ; 
Omuipotence to God belongs ; 
The Nightingale’s renown’d for fongs. 

zAz A MELON 
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A MELON is the fruit I name, 
The initials join’d will thew the fame- 


It]| We have seceived the like anfwer from Neos, of Tcr- 
tington ; J. Quant, of Hinton; E. Hathway, of Pensford ; and 
M. Davies, of Wells, 





A QUERY, by R. Rowe, Teacher of Mathematics, at Probus. 


HOULD be glad to know the reafon why pea-fowls de ge- 
nerally get to the tops of chimmnies, and tops of highek or 
talleft trees, in ftormy weather. 








A QUESTION, by Taff, of Brifiel. 
GIVEN x>-++6x?-+12X—56=0, to find x bya fimple 


equation. 





TOWNS ia DEVONSHIRE, enigmatically exprefed, by Thomas 
Rennell, of Modbury. 


“e HE name of a tree, half toencumber, and three-fourths 
of an accent. 

z. Five-elevenths of a bird, and a ufeful building. 

3- Tocommand, the Latin word for of, and a title, changing 
the firft letter, 

4. ‘The name of a !ate reverend divine, and a fmall quantity 
of water. 

5- ‘To bend, and the top of a pit. 

6. To believe, and halt of a valuable gem. 

7- ‘The uppermoft part of a tree, and four-fifths of difgrace. 
8. Half of humble, and what we do with the dead. 





An ANAGRAM, by Tafi, of Briftel. 


Well known fith tranfpofe with care, 
Divifions furely will appear ; 
Once more tran{pos’d, yoa’ll quickly own 
What Jobfon us’d is plainly thewn ; 
A letter 
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A letter chang’d, tranfpos’d aright, 
Will thew your unknown friend’s delight. 





4 REBUS, 4y Taf, of Briftol. 


Proud conveyance; half a Saxon god ; 
With half what many know in this abode ; 
Will, when connected right, with eafe explore, 
An ancient city fam’d in days of yore. 














An ENIGMA, by W. Weftcott, of Clift St. George. 


NGENIOUS gents of Albion’s happy ifle, 
On whom fair peace and plenty deign to fmile, 

Attentive be, to me a while attend, 
And deign to hearken to a faithful friend ; 
Whilft in unpolith'd itrains I’d fain conceal 
What your bright wits fo quickly will reveal. 

Search Eden’s garden, and you'll quickly find 
My ftrié alliance with the human mind. 
When Sol’s bright radiance forlakes the tky, 
And fable night excludes his brilliant eye ; 
When pale affliction hangs ber drooping head, 
And joy and eafe, delight and hope, are fled ; 
When rattling thunder rolls with dreadful found, 
And the pale theets of lightning flafh around ; 
While dreadful fceptres {weep the filent {cene ; 
Then great’s my fway, and powerful is my reign. 
When the fell cannon’s roar is heard from far, 
With all the dread artillery of war, 
Behold great armies to my empire yield, 
And the proud gallic forces quit the field. 
A foe to Cupid | have often prov’d, 
Strephon admir’d, and beauteous Chloe lov’d ; 
Whilft he with tranfport Chloe’s charms furvey’d, 
I interfer’d—and Strephon loft the maid. 
No rank nor fex but where I vifits make ; 
Alike to king, to beggar, and to rake ; 
Sport with the finny tribe in th’ raging main ; 
O’er bealts and warbling choritters 1 reign. 
From hence, ingenious artilts folve my name, 
And mount yourfelves and me co latting fame. 


POETRY, 
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az ENCOMIUM on Genernat ELIOTT aad Sin ROGER 
CURTIS. 


[From the Second Edition of The Annus Mirabilis of 1783.] 


NGELS benign look down, in Curtis fee 
Th’ exceflive ardour of humanity. 

Yield ye proud annals of ald Greece and Rome, 
And own your nobleft worthies overcome ! 
He who the world and his great felf fubdu’d, 
Such godlike generofity ne’er thew’d : 
Imperial Czfar his fall’n foes forgave, 
But dar’d not rifk his life his fallen faes to fave, 
Heroic pair, Curtis and Eliott hail! 
If aught the powers of mighty verfe avail, 
Your blended names fhall found in poet’s {train s, 
While Englith honour lives, or Calpe’s rock remains ; 
With rays congenial, like twin ftars fhall flame, 
And fparkle in th’ ethereal {pace of old heroic fame. 





Written inaCHANTRY, or little Gothic SUMMER-HOUSE. 
By the Reverend Mr. Graves. 


ECLUDED from the giddy throng, 
With whom I’ve linger’d much too long ; 
In whofe vain mirth I’ve borne a part, 
Whilft fecret anguifh wrung my heart ; 
In this dark cell which you deride, 
My follies from the world [’!! hide : 
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The world for me no joys can yield ; 
Let younger fportfmen take the field. 
Thofe joys which once engag’d my love, 
Delufive all, and worthlefs prove ; 

And every glittering earlier view 

Is vanifh’d, like the morning dew. 


Yet here would oft fome grief-worn friend 
Vouchfafe a penfive hour to fpend ; 
With fympathetic fadnefs join 
His fighs and fufferings with mine ; 
Preferring to gay pleafure’s call 
The melancholy water-fall ; 
Nor worldly cares nor noife intrude— 
I’d blefs this gloomy folitude ; 
And tafte, while thus retir’d J live, 
More blifs than laughing crowds can give. 
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VERSES om LIFE, 
By Mifs Stee e. 


IFE isa fpan, a fleeting hour ; 
How foon the vapour flies ! 
Man is a tender, tranfient flow’r, 
That oft in blooming dies. 


Hope looks beyond the bound of time, 
When what we now deplore 

Shall rife in full immortal prime, 
And bloom to fade no more. 


Say, does not heav’n our comforts mix 
With more than equal pain, 

To teach us, if our hearts we fix 
On earth, we fix in vain? 


Then be our earthly joys refign’d, 
Since here we cannot rett ; 

For earthly joys were ne’er defign’d 
To make us fully blefs’d. 


Then ceafe fond nature, ceafe thy tears, 
Religion points on high ; 
° 


There 
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There everlaiting {pring appears, 
- And joys that cannot die, 





To the PRINT ER. 


SIR, 


wie epitaph on a clothier’s child, inferted in your Weekly 
Entertainer of the 14th of July laf, brings to my remem- 
brance an epitaph in Frome church-yard, on John Smith, a 
clothierof that parih. Your giving it a place in your Inftruc- 
tive Repofitory, will oblige 

Your’s, &c, 


A. B.C. 


«< 
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FRAIL is the veftment once I made ; 

** Death hath diffolv’d this human thread : 
My frame I thought fo firm, fo whole, 
Was but acloathing for the foul : 

The cloth and thread I wove and fpun, 
By time and weather were undone ; 

The ftronger texture of my frame, 

«* That web of nerves, was juft the fame ; 
*¢ And now the fates which fpun the chain, 
«* Have cut the thread of life again.” 


a 
a 


a * 
nn *% « 


- 
. 
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P. S. By your leave I will give you the tail piece of another 
epitaph, in the fame church- yard, on Samuel Paine; who, after 
acommon monumental farewell to his wife, in the ufual flyle 
of church-yard poetry, concludes with the foilowing paternal re- 
quett : 

«€ PRAY love my daughters if you can ; 
‘© | fear they’ll not live long without a man,” 





EPIGRAM on feecing Mr. JAMES ADAMS’s Name commonly 
marginated firff cn this Year's Old Ladies’ Diary. 


By Tuomas Roserts, of Bodmin. 


\ HY certainly Adams deferves the firft place ; 
Our fire was old Adam—we are but his race. 





